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The contractor overseeing the construction of Milwaukee’s downtown streetcar assured local officials Friday that the
project can be built largely with the use of local subcontractors and workers.
Mike Ethier, a project manager at Kiewit Corp, made an appearance Friday before the city’s Joint Committee on
Downtown Streetcar Implementation at a meeting held Friday at city hall. A subsidiary of the Omaha, Neb.based
company was recently named general contractor for the $124 million streetcar project.
Kiewit will be in charge of building the 2.1mile downtown route that will serve as the base of the streetcar system,
as well as a 0.4mile loop taking the line to the city’s lakefront.
As part of the work, the contractor will have to ensure that the project meets various goals meant to direct some of
the resulting work to local residents and small and minorityowned businesses. Twentyone percent of the spending,
for instance, is to go to disadvantaged businesses. And 40 percent of the constructionlabor hours are to be
performed by workers who have been certified through the city’s Residents Preference Program. That program aims
to provide construction jobs to city residents who are either unemployed or underemployed, and is typically included
on city contracts and private developments that receive more than $1 million worth of city money.
Kiewit held its first formal meeting with local contractors on Tuesday.
“We had a good attendance,” he said. “Sometimes those meetings, people aren’t real interested. This project
obviously is very much generating a lot of interest. So that’s great.”
Ethier said he hopes the interest will mean Kiewit will have more subcontractors than usual to choose from for this
project. Greater participation will help to drive down bid costs.
“It was a good attendance across the board of disciplines too,” he said. It’s an encouraging sign, he added, because
the job will require the use of a host of specialty trades.
Kiewit expects to start to solicit bid packages within the next two months. Ethier said he thinks local subcontractors
will be able to handle a large part of the streetcar work.
He likewise expressed confidence that the project team will be able to ensure at least 40 percent of the contract
hours go to local residents.
“It needs to be a focus on the beginning, and it’s going to be for us,” he said. “It is challenging, but it is absolutely
necessary. These projects have to be beneficial, not just after construction but during.”
Ethier noted that Kiewit has been in touch with the Milwaukeebased general contractor C.G. Schmidt, which is
working with the Milwaukee office of Gilbane Building Co. on the Northwestern Mutual Tower and Commons project,
which partly consists of a 32story headquarters building being put up downtown Milwaukee.
That $450 million project includes the same residenthiring goal as the streetcar project. In its most recent quarterly
report, Northwestern Mutual said that 44 percent of the construction hours resulting from the project so far have
gone to certified resident workers.
Speaking after Friday’s meeting, Ethier said that Kiewit deals with similar residenthiring goals in the Chicago area.
Although the requirements there are not as high as in Milwaukee, Kiewit almost always manages to come near or
even exceed the 40percent mark, he said.
As Kiewit prepares for construction to get underway on the streetcar project, planners are expecting to substantially
complete the designs within the coming months.
John Duggan, senior vice president of the construction consulting firm The Concord Group, told the committee on
Friday that the design work for the downtown route should be finished within the next 90 days. By that time, the
design for the lakefront extension should be more than halfway complete.
http://dailyreporter.com/2016/09/09/kiewitofficialconfidentlocalsubcontractorscanhandlelargeportionofmilwaukeestreetcarwork/

1/2

9/13/2016

Kiewit official confident local subcontractors can handle large portion of Milwaukee streetcar work – The Daily Reporter – WI Construction News & Bids

design for the lakefront extension should be more than halfway complete.
Follow @alexzank

Tagged with:

260 followers

C.G. SCHMIDT INC.

GILBANE BUILDING

STREETCAR

ABOUT ALEX ZANK, ALEX.ZANK@DAILYREPORTER.COM
Alex Zank is the state's construction reporter for The Daily Reporter. He can be reached at 4142251820.

RELATED ARTICLES

Milwaukee streetcar
project has a
construction
manager
Milwaukee streetcar
contractor boasts
experience in light
rail, urban projects

August 19, 2016
4:01 pm


Northwestern Mutual
workers get their
props

 August 17, 2016
2:56 pm
August 23, 2016
Copyright
3:23 pm © 2016 The Daily Reporter Publishing Co. | 225 E. Michigan St., Suite 300, Milwaukee, WI 53202 |
(414) 2760273; FAX: (414) 2768057 CONSTRUCTION FAX: (414) 2764416




http://dailyreporter.com/2016/09/09/kiewitofficialconfidentlocalsubcontractorscanhandlelargeportionofmilwaukeestreetcarwork/

2/2

